


T
he C

atfish C
apital of the W

orld is m
aking a big splash

w
ith its C

atfish M
useum

 &
 V

isitor’s C
enter.  V

isitors can
view

 catfish farm
ing from

 pond to plate.
H

oused in an old railroad depot, the center w
as designed

by architect John R
obbins of O

xford, M
ississippi.

R
obbins is know

n for such projects as the S
tatue of

L
i

b
e

r
t

y
R

enovation and
the J. P

aul G
etty

M
u

s
e

u
m

addition.
E

x
h

i
b

i
t

s
d

e
p

i
c

t
i

n
g

various aspects
o

f 
th

e 
farm

raised
 

catfish
in

d
u

stry
 

w
ere

designed by the
N

ew
 Y

ork design firm
 of C

harm
ayeff &

 G
eism

ar, Inc.
T

heir exhibitions can be seen throughout the country in
places such as the Statue of L

iberty M
useum

, the E
llis

Island M
useum

, the John F. K
ennedy Presidential L

ibrary
and the S

m
ithsonian Institution.

Indoor exhibits feature hand crafted displays by
M

ississippi artisans using paper relief, ceram
ics, m

etal
and w

ood carvings, a video also explains the various
aspects of catfish farm

ing including constructing ponds,
hatching eggs and seining.

O
utdoors a flow

er sculpture m
ade of spaw

ning cans
w

elcom
es visitors as they arrive.  H

atching tanks and
seining nets com

plete the display by the entrance.
L

ast, but not least, is a m
iniature catfish pond featuring

a 40 foot catfish fountain.  “K
ing C

at” reigns.
V

isitors w
ill leave w

ith a better understanding of catfish
farm

ing along w
ith a handful of recipes and S

outhern
hospitality.

T
he C

atfish M
useum

 &
 V

isitor’s C
enter is open M

onday
through F

riday 9 a.m
. until 5 p.m

.  A
dm

ission is free.
F

or m
ore inform

ation call (662)247-4838 or 800-708-
4838 or visit us at w

w
w

.belzonim
s.com

.

T
he E

thel W
right M

oham
ed

Stitchery M
useum

“M
am

a’s D
ream

 W
orld”

307 C
entral Street

O
ften called M

ississippi’s G
randm

a M
oses of stitchery, E

thel
W

right M
oham

ed has painted, w
ith beautiful and intricate

stitches, the stories of her fam
ily on fabric and has given us a

history w
hich now

 represents in m
any w

ays the history of the
M

ississippi D
elta and a past w

ay of life.  T
he history includes

her m
arriage, eight children, the beloved M

ittie w
ho helped to

raise the children and care for the fam
ily, and num

erous scenes
of the m

em
ories they all shared.

V
isitors are guided through the exhibit by a daughter of E

thel
M

oham
ed, w

ho gives a very personal and first-hand glim
pse

of the delightful stories behind each piece.  H
er guide through

the m
useum

 reveals room
 after room

 filled w
ith pieces w

hich
E

thel M
oham

ed has done from
 her ow

n sketches of fam
ily

m
em

ories or im
agined events.  T

he sketches have been filled
w

ith very intricate, fanciful and colorful designs to capture
treasured m

om
ents of tim

e.  Y
ou w

ill love the num
erous

decorative trees, done w
ith vivid im

agination, all different and
yet seem

ing to com
e from

 the sam
e dream

 w
orld; you w

ill begin
to feel that you know

 the eight children w
ho appear again and

again as she captures them
 for all tim

e in her favorite m
em

ories
of them

; also w
atch carefully for them

 to appear in form
s and

sym
bols other than them

selves.  Y
ou w

ill be surprised and
w

onderfully entertained.
E

thel M
oham

ed’s w
ork is represented in the S

m
ithsonian

Institute along w
ith num

erous other aw
ards and recognitions

for her achievem
ents.  S

he received the 1991 G
overnor’s

L
ifetim

e A
chievem

ent A
w

ard for “E
xcellence in the A

rts.”
T

iny replicas of E
thel M

oham
ed’s w

ork are available in full
color on cards, prints, cookbooks, and on sw

eatshirts.
F

or tours call C
arol Ivy (662)247-1433.

A
dm

ission $2.00
V

isit us at w
w

w
.m

am
asdream

w
orld.com

M
u
s
e
u
m

 &
 V

is
ito

r’s
 C

e
n
te

r

Jaketow
n M

useum
116 W

est Jackson S
treet

T
he Jaketow

n M
useum

 chronicles the Jaketow
n S

ite
located N

orth of B
elzoni on State H

ighw
ay 7 from

 the
L

ate A
rchaic P

eriod (1750 B
C

 - 500 B
C

) through the
W

oodland P
eriod (500 B

C
 – 1000 A

D
) to the M

ississippi
P

eriod (1000 A
D

 – 1500 A
D

).  P
eople lived at this site

during these periods, as evidenced by artifacts that have
been found there.  T

hese represent all 3 periods.
L

ife w
as very sim

ple w
ith these people living in huts

like the replicated Jaketow
n house displayed.  T

he daily
life of these plain people is depicted w

ith the 11’ x 21’
oil m

ural
o

f 
v

ery
e

a
r

l
y

A
m

ericans
o

f 
th

e
A

rc
h

a
ic

P
e

rio
d

.
T

h
i

s
p

erio
d

 is
p

r
e

-
p

o
tte

ry
,

p
r

e
-

agriculture, and pre-bow
 and arrow

.  S
am

ples of som
e of

the tools hunters used to hunt the w
ild anim

al can be
view

ed.  T
he Jaketow

n site is located on w
hat is believed

by som
e to be the east channel or the O

hio R
iver as it ran

through M
ississippi.  T

his abandoned channel becam
e

know
n as the Y

azoo R
iver, nam

ed for the N
ative

A
m

ericans w
ho lived along this stream

 during the
M

ississippi P
eriod.

T
h

e
people of
Jaketow

n
are part of
t

h
e

P
o

v
e

rty
P

o
i

n
t

C
u

ltu
re

,
w

h
o

 
are

considered
am

ong the
f

i
r

s
t

know
n inhabitants in the L

ow
er M

ississippi R
iver V

alley
to leave behind evidence of an elaborate culture.

T
he people of this tim

e fabricated useful (projectile
points, tools) and beautiful (beads, gorgets, effigies) item

s
from

 stone that had to be brought from
 great distances,

since there are no stones native to the area.
F

or m
ore inform

ation, call (662)247-2151.

T
h
e


